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Neighbour appeared in 327-356; this leaves the three ground-floor flats, as it were, to 
be distributed among the three old women, and it will be most convenient if the First 
Old Woman is assigned the central door, leaving the two flanking doors to form a 
symmetrical background for the tug-of-war between the Second and Third. The Girl's 
apartment is reached via a door at stage level (962-3, cf. 989) which must be identical 
with the door of one of the old women if they all have onstage residences, but this does 
not compel us to suppose that one of them must live offstage: the Girl's door can 
become that of the Third Old Woman, who makes her (completely unexpected and 
unforeshadowed) appearance at 1065, well after the Girl has vanished beyond recall. I 
have placed the Girl, and therefore the window, on the right side (the side further from 
the Agora) because the Old Woman identifies Epigenes at 934 but the Girl does not do 
so till 951, suggesting that she has a more distant view of him. 

white-lead: Greekpsimuthion "lead carbonate" (on its preparation see Thphr. On Stones 
56), used both to whiten the complexion (cf. on 732) and to conceal wrinkles (cf. 
Wealth 1064-5, AP 11.408). 

a saffron dress: see on 332. 

in the Ionian style: in connection with music and poetry, "Ionian" implied "luxurious, 
voluptuous, effeminate” (cf. Thesm. 163, Athenaeus 12.524f-526d) and/or "sexually 
suggestive" (cf. Pl. com. fr. 71.14; Athenaeus 13.573b-c, 14.620e-621b). 

you rotting hulk: lit. "O decaying one"; so again 926. 


885-6 strip an unwatched vineyard: i.e. achieve success unopposed; cf. Wasps 634. 


888 


even if the audience find that tiresome: this should not be taken (as by Vetta) as 
evidence that song in drama was becoming unpopular in the 390s: if that was Ar.'s 
reading of spectator opinion, why did he go out of his way to include two lyric duets 
(893-923 and 952-975) in the present scene, following quite closely after a choral song 
(see on 876/7)? Rather, as Rogers saw. Ar. is confident that the audience's reaction to 
the suggestion that they may find the songs tiresome will be to shout out that they 
won't; οἱ. Lys. 1218-21 where a character at first refuses to perform a piece of slapstick 
because it is "vulgar" but then relents ("if it's absolutely necessary ... to do you a 
favour") in the face, evidently, of protests from the audience which the script had been 
deliberately designed to elicit. 
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talk to that: as often (e.g. Clouds 1146, Lys. 863), the text uses a demonstrative 
pronoun to refer to an object which the audience could see, with the result that we as 
readers cannot identify the object with certainty: here we know only that the object is 
masculine or neuter in grammatical gender, that the invitation to talk to it is an insult. 
and that, in view of the whole tenor of the scene, the insult is likely to have some sexual 
content or connotation. The most plausible identifications of "that" are (i) the speaker's 
anus (for farting in a person's face as a gesture of contempt, cf. Wasps 618, Peace 547. 
Frogs 1074, Wealth 617-8), (ii) her middle finger, suggesting that self-administered 
sexual stimulation is the only kind the girl is likely to get (in this case dialegesthai 
"talk, converse" would bear a sexual sense as in Hypereides fr. 171, Plut. Sol. 20.3 and 
perhaps Wealth 1082; see V. Coulon, RAM 105 [1962] 20), or (iii) a dildo, which she 
would throw up to the girl (but 915-7 suggests that dildos have not been mentioned 
previously in the scene). 

piper sweetie: this is the first known occasion on which a character in a comedy 
explicitly addresses the theatrical piper (cf. Men. Dysk. 880-1), but this may well be an 
accident of preservation (characters in flying scenes often address the theatrical crane- 
operator, cf. Peace 174-6, Ar. fr. 160, Strattis fr. 4). O.P. Taplin, Comic Angels 
(Oxford, 1993) 105-110 discusses other cases where the theatrical piper may have been 
addressed or referred to by characters or choruses in Old or Middle Comedy; in most 
cases the evidence is poor or even adverse (see e.g. my note on Thesm. 1160-75, and 
Olson's [in his forthcoming commentary] on Peace 950-5), but Nicophon fr. 8 may well 
be a (near-contemporary) parallel to the present passage. The word translated "sweetie" 
is philottarion, a coined portmanteau formed from pilotes "love" (used in addressing 
cherished friends in Pl. Phar. 228d and frequently in Lucian; see Dickey 138) and 
néttarion "duckie", an endearment used in addressing a beloved or a child (cf. Wealth 
1011, Men. fr. 652). 

a tune to show your quality — and mine: lit. "a tune worthy of me and you". 


893-910 Metre: while there is no strophic correspondence (Parker 538-9 posits 


898 


correspondence between 900-5 and 906-910, but this requires at least two otherwise 
unmotivated emendations) the rhythm is consistently trochaic, except that several times 
in the second and third stanzas (902, 905, 908, 910) and possibly in the first (898; on 
the metrical difficulties of the transmitted text here, see Parker 536-7) a trochaic run is 
ended by an aristophanean (A -U- —). 

my boyfriend: lit. "the (male) friend whom 1 was with", the relative clause being 
indefinite (verb in optative mood) and thus indicating that the reference is not to a 
particular person but to any man with whom the speaker might have a relationship. 


899/900 The last line of the Old Woman's song is a complete trochaic dimeter, a verse-form 


903 


904 


904 


which is not normally final; a similar verse does appear at the end of a song in Wasps 
1014, but here it is at least as likely that the Girl interrupts the song (cf. Clouds 706/7: 
see Zimmermann ii 64). 

firm breasts: Greek mela, lit. "apples" or "quinces"; cf. Ach. 1199, Lys. 155, Thesm. 
1185 ("like a turnip"), Crates fr. 43. Cantharus fr. 6, Theocr. 27.50. 

plucked: the reference here (contrast 724) must be to something the Girl can see, i.e. 
to the removal of facial hair; this is confirmed by the ancient lexicographers (e.g. 
Hesychius 1566 Schmidt), who associate the Greek verb used here specifically with the 
plucking of eyebrows. 

plastered: the Greek verb is the same as that translated "well-powdered" in 732 (see 
note there). 
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the darling of Death: the first appearance of a theme that will pervade this scene 
throughout; for the particular variant of it found here (Death as the Jover of the aged 
and ugly) cf. 994-7. 

may your hole fall out: she is wishing upon the Girl an affliction that was all too 
common among older women, a prolapse of the uterus or bladder, which can result in 
internal tissues hanging out of the vulva and making intercourse difficult and 
unpleasant or even impossible; cf. Hippocr. Gyn. 144, 145. Archilochus fr. 66 ("a 
growth between the thighs") may have a similar reference. 

may you lose your lie-upon: Greek epiklintron normally denotes the headrest of a bed 
or couch (cf. Ar. fr. 41, IG Ὁ 422.286, Pollux 6.9; see W.K. Pritchett, Hesperia 25 
[1956] 232-3); but it is hard to see how losing a headrest would prevent the Girl from 
satisfying her desires, or (if apoballein here means "throw away" rather than "lose") 
how, if she was suffering from the affliction described in the previous note, throwing 
away her headrest would serve to remedy it. More likely epiklintron is here being used 
in its literal sense "something to recline on", with reference to a body-part; i.e. "may 
you lose your bum". Cf. Semonides fr. 7.71-76 on the ugly "monkey-woman" who is 
"short in the neck ... fixed legs, no bum" (tr. M.L. West, Greek Lyric Poetry [Oxford, 
1993] 18); on the erogenousness of buttocks cf. 965, Peace 876, Thesm. 1187, Alexis 
fr. 103.10-12, Athenaeus 12.554c-e. 

draw a snake to your arms: the mss. read "find a snake and draw it to you", which is 
highly dubious in metre and bad in sense: no sane person, finding a snake in her bed, 
would draw it to her arms and attempt to kiss it! If we accept Wilamowitz's deletion, 
which restores a trochaic trimeter (as in 897 and 903), the curse is that the Girl, in bed 
with her lover, will draw him towards her and find that he has turned into a snake; it is 
probably relevant that ophis "snake" can refer metaphorically to a treacherous lover (cf. 
Theognis 602 and Philostratus, Life of Apollonius 4.25; the word could also, at least 
later, mean "penis", cf. AP 11.22.2, but the Greek texts cited by Henderson 127 give no 
support to his claim that it denotes specifically a /imp penis, and its phallic sense, if it 
had one in Ar.'s time, is therefore probably irrelevant here). 


911-923 This portion of the duet falls into two halves (911-7 and 918-923) which seem in 


part to correspond metrically and in part not to; both metre and text are often very 
uncertain. Each half can be divided into three portions: 

(i) 911-3 and 918-9: basically iambic, with extensive syncopation (i.e. 
omission of short syllables), so that the basic iambic metron U-U- can be reduced to 


—U- U- -, or even ——. The "strophe" is much longer than the "antistrophe" (ten metra 
against four, on the text here adopted); nothing in 918-9 suggests that the text there is 
incomplete, and nothing in 911-3 (except its last word, here deleted; see on 913) shows 
any real sign of being interpolated. It seems impossible to suppose that these sections 
were designed to correspond; the mismatch between them may be connected with the 
probability that 911-3 is a quotation from a popular song. 

(ii) 914 = 920: an iambic trimeter, probably spoken rather than sung. 

(iil) 915-7 = 921-3: these two sections, as transmitted, match exactly, except 
at one point (in 917) where emendation is necessary anyway on grammatical grounds. 
The rhythm is aeolic (thus the first verse, -- — -UU-U-, is a glyconic, one of the 
commonest aeolic verse-types), but the sequence of verse-types is susceptible of more 
than one analysis and is in any case very unusual (see Parker 540-3; I follow the 
analysis she hesitantly prefers, which is that of U. von Wilamowitz-Moellendorff, 
Griechische Verskunst [Berlin, 1921] 478). 
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911-3 "Ah me ... somewhere else": these lines bear no relation to the argument between the 


912 
913 


914 


915 


916 


917 


Girl and the Old Woman, and are probably part of a popular song (for the theme cf. 
Sappho fr. 168b). 

boyfriend: Greek hetairos "(male) companion"; cf. on 609-610. 

my mother's somewhere else: the mss. add an extra word at the end, giving the sense 
"my mother's gone somewhere else", which spoils the structure of the verse (six long 
syllables, or three maximally syncopated iambic metra, identical with 912; see on 911- 
923). Either (i) as assumed here, the extra word is a gloss wrongly incorporated in the 
text (cf. J. Jackson, Marginalia Scaenica [Oxford, 1955] 109) or (ii) it is the beginning 
of a new verse which the Girl leaves incomplete (cf. next note). 

and I've no need to add what comes after that: either because the song is familiar to 
all (so Vetta), or because her meaning (viz. that a golden opportunity for a tryst is being 
squandered) is clear from what she has already said. 

"Oh, nurse, I implore you": probably a further quotation from the same or another 
song; the girl in the song is using her nurse as a go-between, like Phaedra or Juliet (cf. 
Thesm. 340-2). To the extent that the line is sung to (or at) the Old Woman it may 
convey an insult, since to call a woman maia "nurse" would imply that she was, or had 
been, a slave: it is true that maia had once been a respectful way of addressing older 
women (cf. h. Hom.Dem. 147), but there is no evidence that it was still so used in 
classical Attic except by young children (cf. Eur. Alc. 393, of a dead mother). 

invite the Hard Man round: the first word, kalei "call, invite", may possibly continue 
the song-quotation (the girl asking her nurse to go to her lover's house and ask him to 
come, cf. Lys. 1.20, Theocr. 2.94-103), but from that point on, as the next line shows, 
the words are being improvised on the spot. The phrase "the Hard Man" renders the 
Greek name Orthagoras; this was a genuine Athenian name, but is used here (with a 
play on its first element orth- "straight, upright, erect") as a nickname for a device 
wherewith a woman can "give [her]self some pleasure", i.e. a dildo (cf. Lys. 108-9, Ar. 
fr. 592.16-28, Herodas 6 passim): for the name cf. Orthannes, an erotic divinity in Pl. 
com. fr. 188.12 and the eponym of a play by Eubulus. 

"I beg of you": here we are probably back in the song-quotation (cf. 915 "I implore 
you"), since if the Girl were speaking in her own person she would advise rather than 
beg the Old Woman to order a dildo. 


918-927 For the assignment of lines in this passage, see M. Vetta, QUCC 9 (1981) 95-100. I 


differ from Vetta, however, when he gives the spoken line 920 to the Girl: a rejoinder 
by her would probably have begun su de ... "and you ..." (cf. 930, Knights 443, Clouds 
915, 920. 1277), and continuing the line to the Old Woman is just as effective 
comically. She first accuses the Girl, in mockingly pitying tones, of being desperate for 
sex (including oral sex, she adds with climactic contempt, cf. on 470); after which the 
Girl replies, with a defiant reprise of her melody of 915-7 (see on 911-923), returning 
to the theme of her first stanza (900-4) — that she has youth and beauty on her side, and 
that no jealous rival can deprive her of them. 


918-9 in the Ionian fashion: cf. on 883. 


* 920 


you've got the big L as in Lesbos: lit. "you also /abda in the manner of the Lesbians" 
— labda, the classical name of the letter L (J/ambda is not securely attested till much 
later), probably standing for the infinitive of a verb beginning with this letter (so the 
scholia; cf. H.D. Jocelyn, PCPS 26 [1980] 21-22). Reference to Lesbos and Lesbians, 
in an ancient Greek sexual context, invariably suggests, not female homosexuality (the 
first person known to have used "Lesbian" in this sense is Arethas in AD 914; see A.C. 
Cassio, CQ 33 [1983] 296), but fellatio (cf. Wasps 1346, Frogs 1308, Pherecrates fr. 
136, Strattis fr. 42, Theopompus fr. 36; see Jocelyn op.cit. 31-34); hence the verb lying 
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behind the abbreviation is probably the highly obscene /aikazein "fellate" (cf. Knights 
167. Thesm. 57; it might then be desirable, with Blaydes, to change kai to kan = kai an, 
to give the sense "you want to suck”, parallel to knésidis "you want to scratch, you itch" 
in 919, rather than "you suck") or perhaps * /aikaseiein (not attested) a desiderative 
formation which would mean "want to fellate". The use of a euphemism here may be 
connected with the fact that women never in surviving comic texts actually utter the 
verb /aikazein or any of its derivatives, whereas they can use most other primary 
obscenities freely if no man is present (see my discussion in F. De Martino and A.H. 
Sommerstein ed. Lo spettacolo delle voci [Bari, 1995] ii 78-80; among the sixteen 
words or word-families there considered, only kusthos "cunt", pröktos "arsehole", and 
pugizein "bugger", apart from /aikazein, are entirely absent from women's speech in 
comedy). The insult to the Girl is climactic, submission to oral penetration (let alone 
actual desire for it) being the worst imaginable form of sexual degradation (see on 
470). 

playmates: Greek paignia, lit. "playthings", used of sexual partners in Anaxandrides 
fr. 9.3 (a woman), Plut. Ant. 59.8 (a catamite). In neither of these passages (pace LSJ) 
is the plural used of one person, and it is best to take it as a genuine plural here also: 
the Girl quite rightly assumes (cf. 925) that the Old Woman wants to rob her not just of 
one particular lover but of all access to men except, in the phraseology of 634, as 
"second pressings". 

grab a share of: in classical Greek apolambanein does not mean "take away", but it 
can mean "take a part of" (LSJ s.v. §I 3; cf. Thuc. 6.87.3); if the object ("youth") had 
been repeated with the second verb, it would have been in the (partitive) genitive case. 
The Girl is telling the Old Woman that she cannot deprive her of the advantage that 
youth and beauty give either (i) by destroying that youth and beauty or (ii) by taking 
some of it for herself: as yet neither side has mentioned the one way in which the Old 
Woman can and will deprive her rival of this advantage, viz. by invoking the law (first 
mentioned in this scene at 944). 

peep out shows (cf. 930) that the Old Woman has never gone far from her door, 
though it cannot be literally true that she is only poking her head out (otherwise she 
could hardly converse with the Girl at the window above). 

like a ferret (cf. on 792): the point of comparison may, as Ussher suggests, be that the 
polecat (tolerated around the house for its efficiency in catching mice; cf. Wasps 1182 
and the papyrus mock-epic War of the Polecats and Mice published by H.S. Schibli, 
ZPE 53 [1983] 1-25) "kept stealthy watch ... for a chance to snatch away a tasty 
morsel" of meat (cf. Wasps 363-4, Peace 794-6, 1151-2, Thesm. 559). 

rouge: Greek enkhousa "alkanet", the red dye obtained from the root of Alkanna 
tinctoria. For its cosmetic use cf. Lys. 48, Ar. fr. 332.3, Ameipsias fr. 3, Xen. Oec. 
10.2: in most of these passages. as here, it is mentioned together with white-lead, the 
two being used in conjunction to create a white complexion with rosy cheeks. 

I'm singing to myself a song to ... Epigenes: lit. "I'm singing to myself to ... 
Epigenes", i.e. singing to myself a love-song in which he is the addressee. The name 
Epigenes can be etymologized as "born after", i.e. "young" (cf. V. Tammaro, Eikasmos 
5 [1994] 133-4): there is no reason to believe that the name is meant to make the 
audience think of a real individual, since although its bearer is on stage for a long time 
he is given no characteristics at all that serve to distinguish him from any other young 
male Athenian. Rather the name should be regarded (like e.g. Blepyrus and Chremes) 
as a fictitious one, though it does not recur as such in comedy. 

Geres might be thought to be another fictitious name (suggesting gerón "old man", cf. 
on 848), but the scholia explicitly deny this and state that Geres was a "bald and poor" 
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man. Itis true that the Geres of Ach. 605 (LGPN 1; a youngish man who had served in 
the 4205 on an embassy in north-western Greece) is also described as bald (and, 
incidentally, as descended from slaves and as a passive homosexual — perfectly 
compatible, in ancient Greek eyes, with being a dedicated woman-chaser, cf. Lys. 
14.25-28. Aeschines 1.75) by the scholia there, so ancient commentators seem to have 
identified the two men: but they may have been right to do so (no other Athenian 
named Geres is known, and if our man was about forty — not unduly young, even for an 
ambassador — in 426/5 he would be in his middle seventies by 391; compare the painter 
Pauson, who is satirized in Ach. 854 and thirty-seven years later in Wealth 602). The 
Girl's assumption that Geres is the only possible boyfriend the Old Woman could have 
tells against the view that he merely represents the typical old man; rather we may infer 
that he was (or could be thought of as) so exceptionally ugly and/or poor that no 
woman, unless totally desperate, would be prepared to look at him. 

he'll show you: or, with the mss., "you'll «soon» think so yourself too", which is, 
however, a curiously weak way for the speaker to anticipate her coming triumph (why 
"think" rather than "know", which Ar. could easily have written?). 

you old ruin: Greek o (ojlethre, lit. "O destruction", which can mean "person 
deserving destruction" (cf. Eupolis fr. 406, Men. Dysk. 366, Sam. 348) but may here, 
like 6 tumbe "O tomb" (Lys. 372), mean "person close to death"; it is striking that when 
olethros denotes a person in Ar. it always refers to an old person (cf. Lys. 325, Thesm. 
860). 

Miss Anorexia: Greek phthinulla, lit. "little consumptive" (cf. phthisis "consumption"). 
The Old Woman (padded to look ludicrously fat, like most old men and women in 
terracottas and vase-paintings illustrating comedy; see e.g. Stone 127-143 and figs. 1-5, 
8-14, though Stone wrongly follows Ussher in supposing, on the basis of a far-fetched 
interpretation of 1002, that this particular character is not fat) is jealous of the Girl's 
slim and well-proportioned figure, and affects to regard it as due to chronic disease (cf. 
on 330). 

more confident: mega (comparative meizon) phronein, lit. "think big(ger)", usually 
means "be proud(er)", but in appropriate contexts it need mean no more than "be 
(more) self-confident", e.g. in Xen. Hell. 3.5.21 where an army that has been put to 
flight. but learns next morning that most of the enemy have gone home and recovers its 
morale, is said meizon phronein (so again ib. 22, after the arrival of new allies). 


938-945 Metre: each character sings an aeolic stanza in the metre of, and doubtless to the 


938 


melody of. a whole series of Athenian symposiac songs (skolia), most famously the 
Harmodius skolion in honour of the "tyrannicides" Harmodius and Aristogeiton 
(quoted in several different forms, PMG 893-6 and Wasps 1226; alluded to in 
Ach.1093, Lys. 632, Ar. fr. 444); the stanza comprises (i/ii) two lines of the form 
— — -—UU-uU-u- ~ (phalaecian hendecasyllable), (iii) UU-U- uu, (iv) -UU-U- -- 
UU -U-- ("dodrans A" twice). "The two singers [thus] trumpet out their conflicting 
assertions of civil rights to the tune of the anthem of Athenian democracy" (Parker 544- 
5). one emphasizing freedom (941), the other legality and popular sovereignty (944-5); 
the exchange is reminiscent of the symposiac game of song-capping, exemplified in 
Wasps 1222-49. 

the young one: the Girl, listening to this from inside, cannot be sure that she is the 
young one meant (similarly when Epigenes speaks of "the pretty one" at 947); he has 
not yet seen her (nor has he seen the Old Woman -- who is nearer to him, cf. on 877- 
1111 — otherwise he would not refer indefinitely to "an old woman or one with a 
turned-up nose"), and for all she yet knows he might be making for another house 
further on. 
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940 one with a turned-up nose: cf. on 617. 

942-5 Whether it is to be understood that the Old Woman is singing this for Epigenes to hear 
is of little importance to the action, since he takes no notice of her, and if he had he 
would have learned nothing that he does not know already. Probably she does mean 
him to hear, since the desire to remind him of his legal duty provides a motive, 
otherwise lacking, for her reappearance. She should certainly sing at least as loudly as 
he did: she is legally more powerful than he, and physically she will prove strong 
enough to drag him off (1037), so she ought to be heard to defeat him vocally. 

942 you'll howl: i.e. you will be severely punished. 

942 if you do screw her: sc. first. The last five syllables of this line (Dia spodeseis, lit. 
"[by] Zeus you will screw"), are almost identical to the last five syllables of 939 
(diaspodesai "to screw [through]"). 

945 the days of Charixene clearly means "the olden days", but who was Charixene? She 
is mentioned by Cratinus fr. 153 (an unidentified woman “doesn't know that these 
things are no longer as they were in Charixene's time") and Theopompus com. fr. 51 (a 
girl piper plays old-fashioned tunes "like those of Charixene's time"). Ancient 
lexicographers (e.g. Et, Mag. 367.21, Hesychius €5413) tell us nothing that could not be 
guesswork based on the known comic texts. All the three passages are compatible 
with. and two of them (the present one and Theopompus /oc.cit.) give some positive 
support to, the hypothesis that Charixene was a hetairä, and her name ("she who 
gratifies strangers/visitors") would be appropriate for one; I therefore agree with 
LGPN's view that she was a famous hetaird; she may have lived in the late sixth 
century (at any rate early enough to have been associated with long-past times by the 
early 430s when Cratinus' Odyssés was produced), and with the passage of time 
become a semi-legendary and proverbial figure like her near-contemporary, the 
aristocratic matriarch Coesyra of Eretria (Ach. 614; Clouds 48, 800). The contrast 
made here between "the days of Charixene" and "democracy" might suggest that 
Charixene was associated with a pre-democratic Athenian regime; had she perhaps 
been the mistress of Hipparchus, the "tyrant" (or rather tyrant's brother) whom 
Harmodius and Aristogeiton had assassinated in 514?  Myrrhine, the wife of 
Hipparchus' brother Hippias, was still well enough remembered in Athens in 424 to be 
the subject of a joke based on a distorted form of her name (Knights 447-9). 

946 what he finally does (ho ti ... dräsei): or, with RA, "what you finally do" (ho ti ... 
dräseis). Either reading makes sense, but dräsei has the advantage of being, as it were, 
equidistant between the reading of RA and that of Γ (drásoi, ungrammatical and mean- 
ingless in this context): it is more likely that there has been one scribal error in each 
branch of the tradition than that there have been two in one branch and none in the 
other. 

948 with a few inside: lit. "having drunk"; we may be meant to infer that he needed some 
drink to give him the self-confidence to bring his long-standing desire to the point of an 
actual attempt at seduction; cf. Ion fr. 27.9-10 West. Nothing in the text indicates that 
the two young people had arranged an assignation beforehand (note that the Girl speaks 
of "the very man we were talking about" rather than "the very man / was expecting"); 
rather, each has seen and desired the other, and in the coming duet each will discover 
with (short-lived) delight that their desire is mutual. 

950 thinking I was going to stay inside: both women had initially withdrawn inside till 
they heard which of them (if either) it was that Epigenes wanted. His song made it very 
clear that it was not the Old Woman (nor any other old woman), and she then came out 
to remind him of his legal duty (cf. on 942-5); the Girl lay low, hoping her rival would 
take her to be admitting defeat, and now, the Old Woman having gone inside again, the 
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Girl thinks the coast is clear. In fact, however, the Girl will prove to have been herself 
deceived by precisely the same kind of ruse that she supposes she has successfully 
practised on her rival. 


* 952-975 This "love-duet" (C.M. Bowra, AJP 79 [1958] 376-391) appears to be modelled 
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largely on the genre of love-song later known as the paraklausithyron, the song of the 
"shut-out lover" (exclusus amator) outside his beloved's door, a genre which can 
possibly be traced back as far as Alcaeus (fr. 374; cf. also Eur. Cycl. 502) and of which 
Ovid. Amores 1.6 provides a sophisticated later example. Here, however, there are 
some remarkable reversals, quite apart from the fact that the beloved is a citizen maiden 
and not, as would be normal, a hetaird. Most notably, in accordance with the new 
social order, the woman takes the initiative and sings first; and though the man does ask 
for the door to be opened (962-3), and threatens, in true paraklausithyron style, to lie 
down outside it all night if denied admission (see on 963), he already knows that he 
will not be denied. The mutuality of their desire is strongly emphasized by the verbal 
repetitions from the song of one to that of the other, which are sometimes extended to 
the point of illogicality (e.g. at 967-8, "make her come to my bed"); and the language of 
the Girl's solo would have been thought by contemporaries far more appropriate on the 
lips of a man (it could in fact, without the alteration of a single word, have been sung 
by a man to a boy with whom he was in love — or, with a change of gender in one 
pronoun, to a girl). See S.D. Olson, CQ 38 (1988) 328-330. The repetitions make it 
appropriate to speak in terms of strophes and antistrophes, even though the responsion 
outside the repeated sections is far from exact. The rhythm is mainly iambic and 
trochaic, with syncopation (cf. on 911-923) facilitating passage from one to the other; 
but in one or two (textually uncertain) sections it seems to be anapaestic (954, 963-4), 


and 966 is aeolic (an anaclastic hipponactean, O O-x-uUuU- -). The second strophic 
pair (969-972 = 973-5) is in iambo-choriambic rhythm (based on the units x-U- and 


—VUU-), ending with an aeolic verse, apparently a form of telesillean (UU~UU—U-). 
come hither: the Greek phrase (deuro d2) was an amatory cliché which passed into 
Latin slang as a noun meaning "sex-object" (cf. Petronius Sat. 58.7). 

my love: the Greek phrase is in the neuter gender (as are similar vocative phrases used 
by Epigenes in 960, 970 and 1046); this use of the neuter adjective as an endearing 
form of address may originally have been associated with the affectionate use of neuter 
diminutives in addressing cherished (or professedly cherished) persons (cf. Ach. 475, 
Clouds 746. Lys. 872, 889). 

fierce (Greek deinos) is a conjectural supplement: in the text as transmitted the adverb 
panu "very" has nothing to modify. 

those locks of yours suggests that Epigenes has the long hair affected by rich young 
men (cf. Knights 580*. Clouds 14, Wasps 463-470*, Birds 1282*, Lys. 16.18*, Pl. Phd. 
89b) and thought to be very attractive to women (cf. Eur. Ba. 235-6, 453-6) — and also, 
by some, to be a badge of anti-democratic leanings (as in the passages asterisked above; 
cf. 944-5). 

release me: sc. from torment. 

I'll fall to the ground and lie there: for this topos cf. Theocr. 3.52-53; Hor. Carm. 
3.10.3; Tibullus 2.4.22; and the allusions in Pl. Symp. 183a, 203d to "sleeping at doors". 
The rejected/excluded lover either threatens to lie down and die (Theocr. /oc.cit.) or 
spends the night outside the beloved's door, demonstrating a passion too strong for 
cold. wind or rain to deter. 


963-4 I want ... with your bum: lit. "I want, in your kolpos [see below], to exchange blows 


(pléktizesthai) with your bottom"; the physical explicitness of this sentence 
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(reminiscent e.g. of Archilochus fr. 119) is designedly incongruous with the emotional 
Ivricism that dominates most of the rest of the song. When the word kolpos is first 
heard, it will probably be taken in its most common sense of "lap, bosom”; but in the 
light of what follows it may well be retrospectively reinterpreted as "vagina" (cf. Lys. 
1169-70, Pollux 2.222, LSJ s.v. kolpos 1 2; see J.J. Henderson, AJP 95 [1974] 344-7). 
Cypris: avery common poetic designation for Aphrodite (cf. on 722). 

my state of distress (Greek ananké "necessity, compulsion, pressing need") is one of 
several touches which cumulatively make it likely, though not certain, that the costume 
of the actor playing Epigenes included an erect phallus (cf. 978-9, 1020, 1048). In Ar. 
the erect phallus indicates that sexual release is either eagerly anticipated (Ach. 1216- 
21. Thesm. 1187-8, possibly Peace 1351) or frustratingly denied (Lys. 831-1187); in 
our scene both these ideas are present together with a third, as the phallus is threatened 
with being forced into action against the will of its owner. That Epigenes is ithyphallic 
was first, so far as 1 know, suggested by D. Sewart in a note to his translation (Open 
University, Milton Keynes, 1979). 

open and welcome me: we may be meant to catch a double meaning in these words, 
an invitation to the Girl to open the "door" of her body (cf. 990, Eur. Cycl. 502, 
Archilochus fr. 196a.21) as well as the door of her house. 


973-4 you golden work of art ... the very image of Delight: many of these expressions echo 
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archaic love lyric; cf. Sappho fr. 163, Aleman PMG 3.68, and especially Ibycus PMG 
288. 

honeybee of the Muses (strictly "of the Muse"): presumably "a compliment to her 
song" (Ussher); cf. Birds 748-751, Frogs 1299-1301, Pl. Jon 534a-b. 

Delight: Greek 7ruphé "voluptuousness, self-indulgent pleasure". Delight, like any 
other abstraction, might at any time be personified ad hoc and spoken of as a divinity, 
and our passage shows that this personification was well established in poetry by Ar.’s 
time, though there is no other archaic or classical attestation of it; for later appearances 
of this goddess in literature and art, see Lucian, The Double Accusation 23 (where she 
appears alongside such implausible personages as Stoicism and Moneychanging), 
Stobaeus 4.31.34, and LIMC s.v. Tryphe. 

strike me dead if I did: lit. "then may I die". 

torch: since there would be nothing surprising in a man carrying a torch when walking 
through the streets at night, Vetta is probably right to suppose that the Old Woman is 
coyly alluding to Epigenes' phallus (cf. on 969); certainly Epigenes' answer suggests 
that that is how he understands her. 

a man from Wanksbury: lit. "a man from Anaphlystus", a deme on the Attic coast 
north-west of Sunium whose name invited puns on the verb anaphlän ("get up an 
erection", whence also "masturbate"; cf. Frogs 427 where the name appears together 
with Sebinos for which see next note). Epigenes knows that if he admits the real 
reason for his being here, the Old Woman will assert her legal rights over him; 
accordingly, in the first of a long and varied series of evasions, he tries to pretend that 
he is not visiting a woman but means to give himself solitary satisfaction. 

Shagathon: Greek Sebinos. This is, or would be, a personal name of a common 
pattern (cf. Cratinus, Philinus, Archinus) derived from the root of eu-seb-és "pious"; 
but it does not appear to have been in actual use, very likely because it was so liable to 
be interpreted, as here, to mean "Fuck-you" (from the verb binein and the second- 
person pronoun se). Here the meaning the speaker intends to convey is clearly 
"someone willing to sleep with you, never mind who". 

yes, it is, by Aphrodite: ie. "yes, I am expecting a lover, «and it's you>" — the last 
clause being expressed by action rather than by words. 
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982-4 we're not entering cases over sixty ... those under twenty first: Epigenes speaks in 


the language of decrees relating to the scheduling of court cases. Sometimes in the 
fourth century a moratorium was placed on certain types of cases, usually because of a 
shortage of money for jury pay in wartime (thus in the 360s there was for some time a 
moratorium on all private actions, and in 348 even prosecutions for deserting the army 
were being stayed: cf. Dem. 39.17, 45.4), and our passage is evidence that there had 
been such a moratorium not long before the production of Ecclesiazusae. The 
moratorium is not mentioned in surviving court speeches of the period, but the 
language used here probably explains why not: cases were being prioritized or delayed 
according to the value in dispute. The phrase "under twenty" (lit. "within twenty") 
corresponds to expressions used in lawcourt contexts to denote the value (in drachmas) 
in dispute in a case (e.g. "within a thousand", Arist. Ath.Pol. 53.3, "within fifty 
drachmas", Pl. Laws 953b): it is likely therefore that the recent moratorium had applied 
only to cases involving smal] sums, hence not to those which would have been of 
concern to leading speechwriters or their clients. The moratorium dreamed up by 
Epigenes is, of course, based on age. and this is signalled in the Greek by the first key 
word, huper(h)exekonteteis, lit. "over sixty years"; and unlike any real lawcourt 
moratorium, it adversely affects. not those below a specified limit, but those above it. 


982-6 entering ... enter: the double entendre in the translation is probably also present in the 
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Greek; eisagein in a legal context means (of the presiding magistrate) "bring (a case) 
into court", but just as hupagein could in colloquial Greek mean "move" (e.g. Wasps 
290) and anagein "move back" (e.g. Birds 383, 400), so eisagein could mean "go in, 
enter" (cf. schol. bT to //iad 6.252). 

finishing dealing with: lit. "finishing judging. completing the trial of". 

"at the player's option": lit. "for him who wishes". 

backgammon: I have used this as the nearest (but a very rough) equivalent of Greek 
pettoi, a generic name for several board games in which pieces were moved according 
to the throw of (usually three) dice: see --. Lamer, RE 13 (1927) 1900-2029, esp. 1967- 
76. It is likely (so rightly Ussher) that eisagein was a technical term of the game 
(perhaps = "reintroduce a captured piece to the board"?). and that the rules of the game 
allowed a player to eisagein a piece if he wished but did not compel him to do so. The 
manuscripts (except Γ) offer, and the scholia explain, a different reading which refers to 
a law of the Paitoi, an obscure East Thracian tribe (cf. Hdt. 7.110). It is just possible 
that this tribe mav, in writings that have not survived, acquired notoriety for its sexual 
customs (like the promiscuous Massagetae and Agathyrsi in Hdt. 1.216. 4.104) and that 
"for him who wishes" (cf. previous note) had become a catch-phrase in this connection 
(though against this. note that Hdt. 5.6 claims that unmarried women in Thrace were 
allowed to sleep with any man they wished to): but more likely B's conjecture is 
correct. 

you didn't follow ... a question of having dinner: lit. "you didn't dine according to 
the rules of backgammon, either", i.e, "«the rules οἱ backgammon cannot be invoked to 
bar my claim on you, because» no more would you have accepted it if they had been 
invoked to bar your claim to a free dinner" — if, that is, the women had asserted that it 
was for them to choose whether to feed him or not. 

when you've knocked my door first: for the sexual sense of krouein "knock" cf. on 
256: for the use of thurd "door" (and synonyms) in the sense of "vulva" cf. on 971, and 
see Henderson 137-8 (although here as elsewhere the warning of Henderson? 246 about 
"the glossarial method" should be borne in mind). 

we're not wanting to borrow a flour-sieve just now: Epigenes ignores the double 
entendre and takes 990 literally. relating it to the common practice of knocking on a 
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neighbour's door to borrow some household utensil (cf. on 446-9); this explains his use 
of the first person plural ("we" = the household from which the borrower comes, cf. 
Men. Dysk. 922-3). The choice of a flour-sieve (kréserd) as the article to be borrowed 
is probably suggested by the Old Woman's whitened face (a mirror-image of the 
sieve/kanéphoros joke in 730-3). 

that I'm loved: van Leeuwen's conjecture, "that you love me" (Greek phileis me in 
place of philoumai), is very tempting, because the Old Woman's opening words as 
transmitted would be wide open to the riposte "Maybe, but not by me!" 

you found me out of doors: ifa hetairäwho had committed herself to a monogamous 
relationship was found roaming abroad at night, her lover would be very likely to 
suspect that she was seeking other men ... 


994-7 ... but Epigenes. contrariwise. affects to fear that he is the "other man" whom the Old 
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Woman is pursuing in disregard of an existing relationship, and that at any moment her 
partner may appear and attack him or her. Cf. Men. Perik. 153ff: Glycera, who was 
living with Polemon. happened to be at her door, sending her maidservant on an errand, 
when Moschion (whom she knew, but Polemon did not, to be her brother) ran up and 
embraced her; Polemon arrived at that moment, saw the two part, heard (and 
misinterpreted) what they said to each other, and in a rage cut off Glycera's hair. 

the one who paints jars for funerals (lit. "for corpses"): see on 538. The phrase is 
probably not to be taken literallv: there were not one, but very many, artists who 
painted /ekuthoi for funerary use, and such an artist would have no more reason than 
anyone else to become the lover of a decrepit old woman -- if anything he would have 
less reason, since on her death he would probably find himself responsible for the 
funeral and would have to make a batch of jars for which he would not be paid! It has 
been suggested (N.W. Slater. Lexis 3 [1989] 43-47; cf. Taaffe 190 n.48) that the point 
of the joke is the fancied resemblance between the Old Woman's face (i.e. mask) and a 
white-ground /ékuthos of the kind often deposited in tombs, on which the figures and 
their features were outlined in black on the white background with some added red: her 
supposed boyfriend must be a /ekuthos painter, because only such a painter could have 
created the colour-scheme that has been imposed on her face! This is an attractive idea, 
but it does not meet the objection made above to any literal interpretation of the 
passage; moreover white-ground /ékuthoi were virtually obsolete by 391 (see e.g. R.M. 
Cook, Greek Painted Pottery! [London, 1997] 221). Ussher is therefore probably right 
to identify the painter with Death himself (cf. 905); he "paints" the /ékuthoi in the sense 
of causing them to be painted (cf. Frogs 14-15 where certain comic dramatists are said 
to "carry luggage". i.e. to write scenes featuring slaves carrying luggage), and he is the 
"best" of painters because "his" products are the only ones that everyone sooner or later 
has to buy. 

and I know what you're after: so the mss. (except that they make the second-person 
pronoun unemphatic — this reflects the judgement of an ancient editor, since written 
accents did not exist in Ar.'s time); the scholia, however, comment on a different 
reading which gives the sense "yes, and / know what I'm after too" (viz.. presumably, to 
escape from her grip and get to the Girl — though the scholiast's own explanation is "I 
want you to go away to death"). Both readings make good sense, and either could 
reasonably provoke the reply that follows. 

to whose allotted realm I belong: i.e. Aphrodite is "my patron goddess" (Barrett); cf. 
Peace 347-8 (campaigning and its hardships are "allotted" to Phormio, i.e. he is their 
patron hero). Pl. Tim. 23d (both Athens and the Egyptian city of Sais have been 
"allotted" to, and nurtured and educated by. the same goddess Athena/Neith). 
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1002 hooks: Greek kreagrá (lit. "meat-catche:", i.e. a hook for extracting meat from boiling 
pots: cf. Wasps 1155-6) is here applied to hooks that could be lowered on the end of a 
rope to extract a water-bucket from a well (also called harpagai "grabs", cf. Men. fr. 
421. Pollux 6.88). They were shaped like a hand with bent fingers (schol. Knights 
772): the comparison is with the bent. bony hand and arm that are now gripping the 
speaker with a force that would be sufficient, he feels, to haul up a very heavy weight. 

1006-7 unless you've paid the City 0.2 per cent of what I'm worth (lit. "of what is mine"): 
this must refer to a tax, probably recently introduced and probably short-lived (no 
Athenian tax at this rate of "one five-hundredth" is mentioned in any other source). 
The allusion does not make clear the nature of the tax, but Epigenes implies that if the 
old woman had paid it he would be obliged to follow her, which suggests that he is 
equating his situation with that of a slave (cf. 1023-4, 1037). Van Leeuwen was 
therefore probably right to suggest that the tax was one on sales: at so low a rate it 
would not be worth collecting except on large transactions, and most people would 
probably pay it only when they bought a new slave (on whom the average tax due 
would be about two obols; cf. on 593). Epigenes, of course, is not actually a slave and 
has no purchase price on which the tax can be calculated; so for the value of his person 
he substitutes the value of his property. This attempt by Epigenes to evade the old 
woman's clutches, like others later (1023-4, 1027), is based on the laws as they were 
before the revolution; it is meaningless in the new society where private property and 
money purchase no longer exist. All such ploys are either rebutted by the old woman 
with a brief reference to the new order of things (as in 1024-5) or simply brushed aside. 

1013 a decree: we are not expected to wonder when this was passed, only to be amused by 
the very idea of a legal regulation such as this, and by its language which mixes 
standard Athenian legal phraseology (edoxe "resolved by ...", andtei "without penalty") 
with vulgar obscenity. The decree corresponds almost precisely to Praxagora's 
exposition of her plan (617-8); indeed its first sentence is a paraphrase of 618. 

1015 a young man: Praxagora had not specified this; indeed in 619-622 Blepyrus had 
assumed that the law would apply to him too, and Praxagora did not then say otherwise. 
Her next proposal, however (626-9). did give sexual privileges to old men over young 
ones (cf. too 846-7. 1138), and in this scene it is fitting that the law should be phrased 
so as to apply as closely as possible to the actual case before us. 

1017-8 has first screwed ... such pre-screwing: the Greek verb is not krouein "knock" as in 
990. or hupokrouein as in 618. but prokrouein, lit. "knock beforehand"; this verb is not 
found elsewhere in a sexual sense, and is used here purely in order to prepare for the 
pun in 1021. 

1017 her elderly neighbour: lit. "the old woman". The definite article is illogical, since no 
old woman has been mentioned previously in the decree: probably Ar. has mistakenly 
copied the phraseology of 618, where "the ugly one" meant "the ugly woman sitting 
next to the good-looking one" as described in 617. 

1020 the peg: on the double meaning of Greek pattalos ("peg" and "penis") cf. on 284. To 
have a woman hale one off in this particular way (cf. Lys.1119), using the very emblem 
of masculine power to exercise control over a man, would be seen by Greek males as 
an insult of measureless depth. 

1021 I'm going to get screwered alive: lit. "I will become a Procrustes", with a pun on 
prokrouein (see on 1017-8). Procrustes (also called Procoptes, Damastes or 
Polypemon; our passage is the earliest to give him his best-known name) was the 
brigand who invited travellers to stay with him and stretched or cut their limbs to match 
the size of his bed; Theseus killed him by his own method (Plut. Thes. 11.1; cf. Bacch. 
18.27-30. D.S. 4.59.5, Apoll. Ep. 1.4). 
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1022 our laws: sc. and not your (men's) laws as hitherto. 

1023-4 someone from my deme: members of the same deme were expected to be ready to 
do each other favours: cf. Clouds 1214-9, 1322-3, Lys. 685, Arist. Eth. Nic. 1160a18, 
and see D. Whitehead. The Demes of Attica (Princeton, 1986) 223-234. For the pairing 
of "friends" and "fellow-demesmen" cf. Knights 320, Clouds 1209-10, Wealth 254; in 
Lys. 333 démotides, lit. "fellow-demeswomen", seems to mean "friends". 

1023-4 to go bail for my freedom: lit. "to take me away" (aphaireisthai), an abbreviation of 
the technical term "to take (someone) away to freedom" (aphaireisthai eis eleutheriän). 
When one person seized another and claimed him/her for a slave, any third party could 
intervene, assert that the person seized was really free, and take him/her under his 
protection: the intervener would, however, be required to lodge a security deposit to 
guarantee that he would produce the alleged slave in court when the dispute came to 
trial. Cf. Lys. 23.9-12; Isoc. 17.14; [Dem.] 58.19, 21; 59.40, 45; Aeschines 1.62; see 
Harrison 1 178-9, 221. 

1024-5 no man ... over the value of a bushel: a reversal of the actual Athenian law which 
"expressly forbids a child to make a contract, or a woman beyond the value of a 
medimnos [about 50 litres or I'2 bushels] of barley" (Isaeus 10.10), i.e., at this time, 
rather less than three drachmas (cf. on 547; barley was cheaper than wheat). The point 
is that no male would be in a position to lodge a security deposit (cf. previous note; for 
the purpose of this exchange it is forgotten that no man, or indeed woman, now has any 
money or property in any case). 

* 1026 an oath of excusal: Greek exömosiä an oath declaring that one had a proper reason for 
failing to perform what would otherwise be one's legal duty; normally applied (1) to a 
witness swearing that he knew nothing of the facts about which he had been called to 
testify (cf. Isaeus 9.18-19, Dem. 29.20) or (2) to a man elected to public office claiming 
that illness, pressure of work, etc., made it impossible for him to take the position (cf. 
Dem. 19.124. Thphr. Char. 24.5). The allusion here is probably to (2); the passages 
cited show that to decline office in this way on any but medical grounds, though legally 
permissible. was offensive to public sentiment, and the old woman's retort is in line 
with this attitude. 

1027 TH claim to be a merchant: merchants trading by sea had the right to be tried before a 
special court (the court of the nautodikai) and probably at a time of year convenient to 
them (cf. Lys. 17.5. where defendants stop a lawsuit by claiming to be merchants and 
the plaintiff has to bring a new case before the nautodikai in the month of Gamelion, 
during the winter, when sea travel was normally avoided). Thus to claim merchant 
status gave one a chance of delaying an opponent's lawsuit by anything up to six or 
nine months; no wonder the informer in Wealth (904), when asked if he is a merchant, 
replies "Yes, I claim to be one, when occasion arises." See E.E. Cohen, Ancient 
Athenian Maritime Courts (Princeton, 1973), esp. 42-59, 162-184. 

1029 I absolutely must? — By Diomedes' compulsion!: lit. "And this is a necessity for me? 
— Yes. a Diomedean one." The proverbial phrase "Diomedean necessity/compulsion", 
which also appears in Pl. Rep. 4934. is said by Hesychius 81881 to have been first used 
in the Little Iliad (fr. 9) in connection with the theft of the Palladion from Troy by 
Diomedes and Odysseus. Other sources (e.g. schol. Pl. Rep. 493d and Conon, FGrH 26 
F 1.34) give the details: as the two men were returning to the Greek camp, Odysseus 
drew his sword to kill Diomedes. but Diomedes saw what he was doing, drew his own 
sword, tied Odysseus’ hands. and forced Odysseus to walk in front of him the rest of the 
way. driving him on from behind with blows from the flat of his sword: thus a 
"Diomedean necessity" is a situation in which one has to obey orders or die. I suspect 
that the old woman may well have reinforced her words with action — though, having 
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no sword, she would have to use the flat of her hand. Hesychius loc.cit. also gives an 
alternative explanation (the only one offered by the scholia to our passage) which takes 
the reference to be to another Diomedes, the Thracian son of Ares whose mares 
Heracles captured in the eighth of his labours, and cites from Clearchus of Soli (fr. 68 
Wehrli) a story that would be very apposite to Epigenes' situation: this Diomedes, we 
are told, had daughters who were prostitutes, and forced passing travellers to have 
intercourse with them until they (the men) were exhausted and helpless, whereupon he 
killed them. The scholia add, however, that these daughters "are those whom the myth 
spoke of as man-eating mares", and this stamps the tale as a rationalization of the myth, 
of a kind that was popular among intellectuals at least from the early fourth century (cf. 
Pl. Phdr. 229c-e) but that cannot possibly have become generally accepted and 
acquired proverbial status at so early a date. No other source, literary or artistic, early 
or late, makes Diomedes' horses anything other than horses. 

1030-4 Epigenes, professing to believe the old woman is so decrepit that sex will kill her (cf. 
1036), advises her to prepare a funeral bier for her prothesis (cf. on 537; for details see 
following notes; contrast 1105-11 where Epigenes gives instructions for his own 
funeral), One or two of the items he mentions, however, would also be appropriate in 
the context of a wedding, and the old woman chooses to interpret the whole speech 
accordingly. 

1030 marjoram: strictly "oregano" (Dalby 85); Timotheus PMG 799 may well likewise 
refer to the strewing of funeral biers with this herb. 

1031 vine branches have been found laid under buried corpses in Athenian graves; cf. A. 
Brückner and E. Pernice, MDAI(A) 18 (1893) 165, 179, 184-5. 

1032 put on ribbons: ribbons or fillets (tainiai) were often draped over a corpse at its 
prothesis, or attached to funerary monuments; cf. Ar. fr. 205.1 and probably Lys. 603, 
and see R. Garland, The Greek Way of Death (London, 1985) 170. But tainiai were 
also associated with weddings: in vase-paintings they sometimes figure in scenes of 
the bride's preparations, and Eros is often shown flying towards the bride or groom 
bringing a tainid to deck his/her head. See Oakley & Sinos 12 and figs. 2, 23, 60. 

1032 flasks: Greek /ékuthoi (cf. 538, 996). The old woman apparently chooses to take the 
word as referring to flasks of perfume (cf. Ar. fr. 210): perfume had strong erotic 
connotations (cf. on 524) and bride and groom would both perfume themselves for their 
wedding (cf. Wealth 529; see Oakley & Sinos 16). 

1033 the pot of water: for those leaving a house of death to purify themselves with; cf. Eur. 
Alc. 98-100, and see R. Parker, Miasma (Oxford, 1983) 35. 

1034 you'll buy me a tiara (Greek stephane "diadem"): either the old woman is thinking of 
the stephané regularly worn by a bride on her wedding day (cf. Eur. 14 905; see Oakley 
& Sinos 16 and figs. 28, 30, 39, etc.), or she is hoping, as a hetairä might, to receive 
one as an expensive present from a grateful lover (cf. Davidson 120-7). The verbal 
context (see on 1032) suggests the former interpretation; the situational context 
suggests the latter (for the bridal crown was worn only before the consummation of the 
marriage, whereas here Epigenes is being dragged straight off to bed); and since the 
idea underlying the whole scene is that citizen women are now behaving like hetairai, 
it is very likely that spectators would be unsure which of the two interpretations to 
adopt. 

1035 one ofthe wax ones: cf. on 538. 

1037-1097 In this scene Epigenes is fought over by three pairs of women (the winner of each 
contest meeting a new challenger within a few moments of her victory), inverting the 
common real-life scenario of a hetairä (cf. Lys. 4.9, Dem. 54.14) or an attractive youth 
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(cf. Lys. 3 passim, Xen. Anab. 5.8.4) being fought over by male rivals (see Davidson 
82: K.J. Dover, Greek Homosexuality [London, 1978] 56-57). 

1037 I'm taking him in here; he's mine!: or, with Meineke, "I'm taking him into my 
house". 

1042 you'll fill the whole country with Oedipuses: this assertion is designed to shock the 
old woman by raising the appalling spectre of mother-son incest, which in Sophocles’ 
Oedipus Tyrannus (362-7, 457-460. 791-3, 1207-15, 1256-7, 1288-9, 1403-8) is 
repeatedly spoken of with more horror even than parricide. This scare-tactic is 
completely illogical, for Praxagora, unlike Plato (Rep. 460b-d), has not been concerned 
with preventing mothers from knowing who their own children are, nor would any of 
the rules of her society have that effect: but it works for the second or two necessary for 
Epigenes to escape from his captor ... 

1043-4 ... and when the old woman realizes she has been tricked, it is too late for anything 
but impotent rage. 

1044 I'll get my own back on you yet: the audience will not be surprised when nothing 
comes of this threat; see on 875. 

1048 a long thick reward: megalén “great, big, long", said of a returned favour (kharis), 
might by itself mean no more than "generous", but pakheian "thick" ensures that the 
precise nature of the reward is not left either to the Girl's or to the audience's 
imagination; for this pair of phallic epithets cf. Ach. 787, Peace 1351, Lys. 23-24. 

1050 when it says in black and white: lit. "when the writing has said". 

1051-70 In reconstructing the staging of this passage, the key facts to be accounted for are 
that Epigenes cannot see that the Girl is no longer there (1054-5) and that similarly, 
when the Third Old Woman appears on the scene, he hears her voice at 1065-6 but does 
not see her face until 1068. Since one normally looks at a person when one is either 
appealing for his/her assistance or expressing gratitude for having received it, it follows 
that at these two moments Epigenes is unable to turn his head, which is most easily 
explained if the Second Old Woman is holding him in a headlock. On the orientation 
that [ have been assuming, she comes from her door (left) to confront the young couple 
who are moving towards the Girl's door (right); at that moment, therefore, Epigenes is 
facing up right, and if he is not to see the Girl running away, she must flee in the 
direction that is behind him, i.e. left. He knows, of course, that she is no longer at his 
side, but he does not know that she has disappeared altogether. After this the Second 
Old Woman begins to march him towards her door (i.e. up left), and accordingly the 
Third Old Woman, emerging from her door (right, cf. on 877-1111), is behind him and 
he cannot see her. 

1056-7 It's not me dragging you off, it's the Jaw: almost the same words that Euphiletus 
claimed to have used. a few years earlier, before killing his wife's lover (Lys. 1.26); the 
old woman, like Euphiletus, is taking advantage of a law that mandates her to do 
something she very much wants to do. Less disingenuously Iphigeneia, constrained to 
perform human sacrifices in the land of the Taurians, says that one of her victims "did 
not think that it was my hand that would be slaying him, but that he was being killed by 
the [Taurian] law" (Eur. /7 585-7). 

1056 a sort of Empusa: Empusa was a female monster or bogy who could take many 
shapes; in Frogs 285-306 Xanthias sees her (or maybe pretends to see her) and 
recognizes her as Empusa because "her whole face is blazing with fire" (293-4). Here, 
it seems, the Second Old Woman has so much rouge on that her face looks even more 
fiery than Empusa's: Empusa would only look as red as that if she was "covered in 
bleeding blisters"! For later evidence regarding Empusa, see O. Waser, RE 5 (1905) 
2540-3. 
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1058 softie: Greek malakim is taken by the scholia as a term of endearment, but elsewhere 
malakos "soft" is normally pejorative when applied to males, and probably the old 
woman is taunting Epigenes for being so unmanly as to be frightened of an ugly face. 

1059-60 let me ... go to the bog and give myself some courage: Epigenes professes to want 
a little time on his own in order (i) to pluck up courage for the ordeal ahead and (ii) to 
defaecate in decent privacy (for he is on the point of losing control of his bowels from 
terror, cf. Knights 1057, Wasps 627, Peace 241, 1176, Birds 65-68, Frogs 308, 479- 
491). His subsequent offer of sureties (1064-5) shows that he thinks the old woman 
may suspect that his request is a ruse to enable him to escape from her altogether. 

1061 doing something yellow: see on 329. 

1064-5 I'll appoint two competent sureties: sc. to guarantee that I will duly return from the 
privy — as a defendant might in certain cases, to avoid imprisonment pending trial, be 
required to name sureties (usually two or three) who would guarantee his appearance 
for trial and be subject to punishment if he failed to appear (cf. Antiphon 5.17 [three]; 
Andoc. 1.2, 44; Dem. 24.144 [three], 32.29, 59.65-66 [two]). "Competent" renders 
axiokhreös, lit. "worth the debt", i.e. with means to pay the fine to which they might 
become liable (cf. Pl. Apol. 38b where Socrates names four sureties who he says are 
axiokhreöi to guarantee payment of the half-talent fine he suggests as his penalty). 
Epigenes once again (cf. on 1024-5) ignores the fact that in the new society there is no 
such thing as a competent (male) surety. 

1064-5 if you want: lit. "for you". 

1065 Επι not having any sureties: lit. "don't appoint (sc. sureties) for me". 

1068-9 O Heracles! ... O Sons of Zeus!: Epigenes, like many characters in Ar. at moments 
of alarm or astonishment, appeals to Heracles as "the Averter of Evils" (Alexikakos); cf. 
Ach. 94, Peace 180, Birds 277, Lys. 296, Frogs 298. The three following invocations 
are of less frequent occurrence. The Pans (Pan is usually a single god, but cf. Aesch. fr. 
25b. Soph. fr. 136, Pl. Laws 815c, Theocr. 4.63, D.S. 1.88.3) and the Corybantes 
(Phrygian divinities attendant on the mother-goddess Cybele) were both thought 
capable of causing madness (cf. Wasps 8, Eur. Med. 1172, Hipp. 141-4; the reference to 
the Pans might also suggest "panic" fear, first definitely associated with Pan in [Eur.] 
Rhes. 36-37), while the "Sons of Zeus" (Dioskoroi), Castor and Polydeuces (Pollux), 
were saviours of those in peril (4. Hom. 33; Terpander fr. 5 Campbell; Alcaeus fr. 34; 
Eur. El. 1241-2, 1347-53; Callim. fr. 64.11-14; Theoer. 22.5-23). Hence these four 
appeals indicate that Epigenes is afraid he is going mad (i.e. he momentarily takes the 
Third Old Woman for a hallucination) and is desperate for divine aid. 

1070 another evil creature ... than this one: almost an exact repetition of 1053. 

1071-3 For this type of question asked on seeing a bizarre sight ("What is this, an X or a Y?") 
cf. Wasps 1509, Birds 102, Lys. 982. 

1071 I beg you: "you" is not in the Greek, and the question should not be taken to be 
addressed to anyone in particular. 

1072 a monkey: proverbially ugly, cf. Pl. Hipp.Maj. 289a, Arist. Top. 117b17-19, AP 
11.196.1; see P. Demont in P. Thiercy & M. Menu ed. Aristophane: la langue, la scene, 
la cité (Bari, 1997) 462-3. 

1073 the... majority: i.e. the dead; cf. Polyb. 8.28.7; Plautus, Trinummus 291 ad pluris 
penetravi; AP 7.731.6, 11.42.5-6; Paus. 1.43.3. Not only does Epigenes find it 
impossible to believe that someone looking so ancient is still among the living (cf. 
Wealth 1033-5). but in addition her face is so white that she resembles a (bloodless) 
ghost (so the pallid Chaerephon is called "half a corpse" in Clouds 504, and pictured 
coming up from the underworld in Birds 1564). 
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1074-97 The assignment of lines in this passage, as between the two old women, is 


1076 
1077 


1079 


1080 


1087 


1089 


1090 


sometimes uncertain, though it is clear e.g. that 1077 must be spoken by the Second and 
1078 by the "even uglier" Third. The principles I have followed are: (i) that the winner 
of the tug-of-war should be the Third Old Woman, to maintain a pattern whereby in this 
scene the winner of each duel is defeated in the next; (ii) that unprompted references to 
the law (1077, 1081) should come from the Second Old Woman (cf. 1049-51, 1055-6); 
(iii) that so far as possible the two women should speak in strict alternation, so that 
Epigenes, held between them, is constantly turning to look first at one, then at the other. 
The application of these principles leaves a residual doubt only in 1075, where there is 
some case for continuing "I tell you, I'm never going to let you go" to the Second Old 
Woman and giving the retort "Neither am I" to the Third; this would create a strict 
alternation of speakers in the passage as a whole, but at the expense of the symmetry of 
thrust and parry in 1074-5. 

curse and blast you both: lit. "O you (pl.) who will perish miserably". 

you've got to: the mss.' division of words would give the sense "you ought to" or "you 
would have to", rather mild and tentative expressions, out of character for a speaker 
who has always demanded immediate, unconditional obedience to the law, and whose 
interest it is to convince Epigenes that he has no alternative whatever. 

if I've first been massacred by you two: lit. "if I first perish miserably by your (pl.) 
agency". 

how will I ... get to that lovely girl?: with both his arms held, Epigenes has no way to 
indicate the direction in which the Girl is now to be found. This is very convenient for 
the author, since any indication Epigenes might have given would have raised 
unwanted questions: if the Girl is imagined as being in her upstairs flat, how did she 
get back there? and if she is somewhere offstage in the direction in which she fled at 
1051 or thereabouts (see on 877-1111 and 1051-70), how will Epigenes find her? 

you'd ... bruise them to death: the scholia explain that "ferrymen compel passers-by 
to embark on their own boats [sc. rather than on those of their competitors]", and such a 
scenario, with two ferrymen (say on the Peiraeus-Salamis run, cf. Aeschines 3.158) 
fighting over a passenger whom each claims as his own, provides the only imaginable 
situation in which ferrymen might "drag ... passengers about". Tt is, however, hardly to 
be credited that, as Vetta implies, such fights, with passengers being injured as a result, 
were a regular occurrence; more likely Ar. is alluding to a specific recent case which 
had come to public notice (probably in the courts). 

Cannonus, son of Sibyrtius, of the deme Lamptrae (PA 8249, LGPN 2) was a minor 
politician of the Persian War period; some ostracism ballots cast against him survive 
(see F. Willemsen, MDAI(A) 106 [1991] 152). He was the mover of a decree making 
regulations for the trial of those charged with "injuring the Athenian people"; they were 
not only to be imprisoned until trial, but to be tried before the whole people, in bonds 
and held on each side by a guard, and executed by precipitation into the barathron if 
found guilty (Xen. Hell. 1.7.20 and the scholia here). In 406 an unsuccessful attempt 
was made to have the commanders of the fleet at the battle of Arginusae, who had 
allegedly failed to pick up shipwrecked men, tried individually under this decree rather 
than en bloc (Xen. Hell. 1.7.20-21 and 34); we know of no case in which the decree 
was actually put into effect — unless indeed it had been activated, and perhaps even 
expressly designed, for the prosecution of Miltiades in 489 (cf. Bonner & Smith i 205- 
9). 

held by two warders: Greek dialelémmenon, lit. "having been seized between [two or 
more persons]": cf. Hdt. 1.114.3, 4.94.2, Pl. Rep. 615e. 
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1091 to ply the oar in both holes at once: lit. "to row-with-two-oars both <women>"; for 
rowing as a sexual metaphor cf. on 39. 

1092 bulbs: strictly, the bulbs of the purse-tassel or grape-hyacinth ( Muscari comosum). 
These, and also the bulbs of other plants, were considered to be aphrodisiac, partly no 
doubt because of their testicle-like shape; cf. Pl. com. fr. 188.12, 189.9-10, Alexis fr. 
175.3. 281.2, Xenarchus fr. 1.4-6, Athenaeus 2.63e-64b. See E. Degani in A. Lopez 
Eire ed. Sociedad, politica y literatura: comedia griega antigua (Salamanca, 1997) 16- 
19. 

1098-1111 The action is in effect suspended to enable Epigenes to deliver this "dying" 
soliloquy: this is a tragic device comparable, though on a much smaller scale, with Eur. 
Or. 1369-1502 where a Phrygian slave escapes from the palace where Helen has 
supposedly been murdered and Hermione has been made a hostage, and has "time" to 
sing an aria of prodigious length before Orestes comes out in pursuit of him. Here the 
artificiality of the device is more patent than it is ever allowed to be in tragedy, for the 
three characters must visibly loiter for a considerable time on the Third Old Woman's 
threshold (Epigenes was already "almost ... [at] the door" at 1093) before they can be 
allowed to disappear inside. 

1098-1101 I see no way to tell from the script alone which of the two women is spoken of 
first and which second. On stage the identifications could be made obvious by 
movements of the speaker's head. 

1101 a toad: Greek phriné. The scholia treat this as a proper name (Phryne — which was 
the name of a famous hetairá of fifty or sixty years later), but this is clearly a guess (all 
they can say about this Phryne is that she was an "ancient woman"), and "toad" (i.e. 
"hideous creature") gives wholly appropriate sense. 

1101 a carbuncle: the Greek word is /ékuthos, on which the scholia have the gloss 
"swollen"; and since /ékuthos can denote a swelling in the neck (cf. Clearchus fr. 72 
Müller), there is no reason why it should not also have denoted a swelling or boil in the 
cheek or chin, probably hemispherical and so reminiscent of the small globular vessel 
used to carry oil for use at the gymnasium, wrestling-school or baths, which Athenians 
called a /ekuthos (cf. Frogs 1200-47, Dem. 24.114) though modern scholars call it an 
"aryballos" (see C. Rolley, 4C 43 [1974] 168-171). There may be a pun on the two 
senses of /&kuthos, "oil-flask" and "swelling", in Frogs 1246-7. Most recent 
interpreters (Ussher, Vetta; N.W. Slater, Lexis 3 [1989] 47-48) have sought to associate 
the /ékuthos of this line with the funerary /ékuthoi of 538, 996, 1032 and 1111, but none 
has convincingly explained how any feature of even an ugly face could plausibly be 
metaphorically described as a /ékuthos of funerary shape. Nevertheless the use of this 
particular word, even in a different sense, still serves to evoke yet again the aura of 
death that has pervaded this scene. 

1101 on her cheek: lit. "near the jaws", which might also mean on the chin (the audience, of 
course, could see from the character's mask which was meant). 

1102 wretched ... accursed: Greek kakodaimön ... barudaimon, lit. "with an evil attendant 
spirit ... with a grievous attendant spirit". 

1104 to be shut up with wild beasts like these: the Greek verb sun(kath)eirgein can be 
used both (i) of being shut up (e.g. in a cave) with a beast or monster (cf. Philoxenus 
PMG 824, Aeschines 1.182) or (ii) of a bride and groom being shut into the bridal 
chamber (cf. Pl. Rep. 461b, Plut. Alex. 2.3). This double sense makes suneirxomai "be 
shut up with" a better emendation than the imaginative sixteenth-century conjecture 
sunnéxomai "swim with" (a sexual metaphor based on the similarity of the body 


movements involved, cf. Henderson 164). 
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ΙΓ... something does happen to me meant in Greek, as in English, "if I die"; cf. Wasps 
385. Peace 169-170. Lys. 19.51. Dem. 4.11. 

these whores: the old women are not in fact prostitutes (see on 877-1111), and if they 
were they would hardly be likely to attract any clients, but their dress (cf. 879), make- 
up and demeanour corresponds precisely to that of cheap whores (the Greek word is not 
the regular pornai but the even more contemptuous kasalbades) before the revolution. 
when I sail into this port: lit. "sailing in hither"; the harbour into which he is sailing 
is the Third Old Woman's house (not, even secondarily, her vagina, as tentatively 
suggested by P. Murgatroyd, CO 45 [1995] 11 ~ though he could have cited Soph. OT 
422-3, 1208-10 in support; such a double entendre could hardly be understood without 
hand gestures, which Epigenes is still unable to make, and what the audience can see is 
that he is about to be taken through the door and swallowed up in the darkness within). 
bury me right at the mouth of the strait: Willems may be right to suspect an allusion 
to the tomb (or cenotaph) of Themistocles at the entrance to the main harbour of 
Peiraeus, which may have been begun in 394/3 on the initiative of Conon (Plato com. 
fr. 199; Plut. Them. 32.5-6; Paus. 1.1.2; see P.W. Wallace, Hesperia 41 [1972] 451- 
462. and P. Funke, ZPE 53 [1983] 182-3). 

cover her alive with pitch: cf. on 829. 

pour molten lead over her feet: both (i) as a further torture, and (ii) to ensure that she 
stands upright (like a statue; cf. Eur. Andr. 266-7, and see S. Adam, The Technique of 
Greek Sculpture [London, 1966] 81). 

a monumental urn: Greek /ékuthos (see on 538), referring this time to the large 
marble /ékuthoi which were sometimes placed over graves (see B. Schmaltz, 
Untersuchungen zu den attischen Marmorlekythen [Berlin, 1970]; C. Rolley, AC 43 
[1974] 167). 


1111/2 In BICS 31 (1984) 145 I argued that there was a choral performance at this point (cf. 


on 729/730 and 876/7; here, however, R does not have the note khorou), on the not 
very strong grounds that this would enable the play to be performed by three actors and 
that the Girl's quick exit at or about 1051 suggested that only three actors were being 
used — and also because if (as [ then believed) there was no choral interlude at 729/730, 
such an interlude was required here to bring the total number of choral performances 
(including 289-310 and 478-503) up to four, the number that became canonical in later 
comedy and apparently in later tragedy also (cf. Horace AP 189-190). Once, however, 
it is accepted that there are no good grounds for rejecting R's evidence at 729/730 (see 
note there), there are also no good grounds for rejecting the evidence of R's silence 
here: we do not need to posit a choral performance every time the stage is left empty of 
actors (cf. Clouds 1212/3, Wasps 1325/6, Men. Dysk. 49/50, 392/3, 455/6, 486/7, 521/2, 
665/6. 873/4). and, as Vetta argues. there are actual dramatic advantages in having the 
Maid's entrance follow the exit of Epigenes and his captors without a break (see next 
note). Cf. R. Hamilton, CO 41 (1991) 352 (though I disagree with him on Wealth, 
which cannot be performed even by four actors unless there is a choral interlude at 
1096/7; see now D.M. MacDowell, CQ 44 [1994] 334). 


1112-26 There is a sharp, and obviously designed, contrast between this soliloquy ("Oh, 


happy people! ...") and that of Epigenes ("Oh, wretched, wretched me ..."), the one 
redolent of misery and death, the other of wine and perfumes. The contrast extends to 
the scenes as a whole: in the first we saw the young man Epigenes compelled by the 
new female authorities to become the sexual prisoner of two hideous old women, in the 
second we see the old man Blepyrus invited by those same authorities, indeed by his 
own wife, to feast in the company of (at least) two beautiful young women. Thus the 
conclusion of this play vividly presents the common Old Comic motif of the triumph of 


1112 


1113 


1114 
1114 
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age over arrogant youth; see CO 34 (1984) 320-1 = Segal 261-3, and Introduction, pp. 

13.22.32. 

Oh, blest country!: the mss.' reading is "Oh, blest me!", which would not only make 
the Maid list herself twice in the enumeration (cf. 1116) but would also make her first 
exclude herself from the group labelled "happiest of all" (1113) and then, a moment 
later, not only include herself within this group but spend nine lines (1116-24) dilating 
on her own felicity in the most gushing terms. Dobree's emendation creates a logical 
progression: all Athens is happy (1112), but my mistress is happiest of all (1113) and 
next to her all those who have any connection with her (1114-5) including myself 
(1116ff). It is more likely that a scribe miscopied one letter (which may have been e.g. 

obscured by a damp spot) than that Ar. spoiled the rhetorical effect of the speech's 
opening merely in order to indicate that the speaker was drunk (so Ussher) when this 
was going to be made abundantly clear very shortly in any case (cf. 1118-24). 

my mistress: one would have thought it obvious that this can only be Praxagora, the 
"Lady General" (246, 491, 500, 727, 835, 870) who has been the leader of the women's 
revolution from the start and the sole elected magistrate (that we have heard of) since 
they took over power; no other woman has achieved anything in the play except on her 
orders or in pursuance of her plans, and it is asking far too much of the audience to 
expect them to imagine that any of these other women, ciphers hitherto, has attained a 
state of glory and felicity so great that all her "neighbours and fellow-demesmen", and 
even the "ladies ... standing near [her] door", have a share in it. It follows that the 
mistress's husband, who is first mentioned at 1125 and comes on stage shortly 
afterwards, must be Blepyrus. This, however, raises some logical difficulties. 
Blepyrus went off at 727, following his wife, to the Agora, which is where the 
communal dinner was to be held; he now returns, obviously not from the Agora 
(otherwise there would have been no need to send the Maid in search of him), and not 
having had dinner (1133). Attempts to evade this inconsistency — such as the 
suggestion by R.G. Ussher, Hermes 97 (1969) 36, that Blepyrus changed his mind 
before reaching the Agora and went off in search of other pleasures, or that by P. 
Sewart in a note to his Open, University translation (Milton Keynes, 1979) that 
Blepyrus actually has had a dinner and is being invited, by a mistake very agreeable to 
him. to have another — fail because they require the audience to make complex 
assumptions about characters' offstage activities to which the text itself offers no direct 
clue. Accordingly UL von Wilamowitz-Moellendorff, SAWB (1903) 451-2, E. Fraenkel 
in Greek Poetry and Life: Essays Presented to Gilbert Murray (Oxford, 1936) 270-4, 

and S.D. Olson, GRBS 28 (1987) 161-6 and CQ 41 (1991) 36-40, have all held that the 
Maid's master cannot be Blepyrus: Wilamowitz, and Olson (1987), took him to be an 
entirely new character, Fraenkel identified him with the loyal citizen of 730-876 (but if 
Blepyrus is disqualified because he has already gone to the Agora, the loyal citizen 
should be too), and Olson (1991) with Chremes (who in his view, as in mine, last 
appeared at 477). None of these scholars succeeds in explaining how this character's 
wife has come to be spoken of in such exalted terms; only Olson (1987) 161-2 even 
tries, and he supports his claim that the Maid "does not mark [her mistress] out as in 
any way unusual” only by citing 1114-6 which actually proves the reverse (see the first 
sentence of this note). The only satisfactory solution is to accept the inconsistency, 
which it is unlikely that any spectator in the theatre would even notice (cf. Dover AC 
193 n.3). 

all of you ladies: i.e. the chorus. 

near our door: lit. "near the doors", but the speaker must mean the door of her 
mistress's house, not only because the following two lines likewise define a sphere of 
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special happiness centred on Praxagora (her neighbours, the members of her deme, her 
servant) but also because the only other interpretation grammatically possible, viz. 
"near vour doors", would be inconsistent with the rest of the play (none of the doors of 
the skéné has at any time been identified as that of the house of any member of the 
chorus) and arithmetically impossible (there are twenty-four women in the chorus and 
only three doors in the skéné). 

1115 fellow-demesmen: cf. on 1023-4. Here, as at 1125, the Maid's linguistic usage is not 
fully in tune with the principles of the new society. In pre-revolutionary Athens, only 
men had been registered as members of demes: thus, for example, the father of the 
speaker of Demosthenes 57 was "Thucritus of Halimüs" (Thoukritos Halimousios), but 
his wife was not "Nicarete of Halimüs" (*Nikareté Halimousid) but either "Nicarete, 
daughter of Damostratus of Melite" (Dem. 57.68) or "Nicarete, wife of Thucritus of 
Halimüs"; accordingly Isaeus 8.20 speaks of the men of his father's deme as "the 
demesmen" and their womenfolk as "the wives of the demesmen". Since registration in 
a deme was an essential prerequisite for full citizenship with its political rights, this 
gender distinction would necessarily be reversed when political power was transferred 
to women; but the Maid still speaks in the old fashion. 

1117 my head's all scented with scents: cf. on 841-2; this would be an unheard-of luxury 
for a slave (unless she was employed as a prostitute). 

1119 those darling jars of Thasian: the wine of Thasos was a much-praised variety 
(Athenaeus 1.28e-29e) noted for its dark colour (Lys. 205, Ar. fr. 364) and its sweet 
aroma (Lys. 206, Wealth 1021; Hermippus fr. 77.3). See F. Salviat, BCH Suppl. 13 
(1986) 145-196; Davidson 42-43. 

1120-1 they stay in your head: it is not clear whether it is the aroma that is being said to 
linger, or the intoxication, or (most probably) both. 

1123 mix it neat and it'll give you pleasure ... : i.e. if you mix it neat, it'll give you 
pleasure; for this "paratactic" way of expressing a conditional statement cf. e.g. Wealth 
1027 "speak, and it shall be done". The self-contradictory expression "mix it neat" (lit. 
"mix it unmixed") is symptomatic both of the speaker's drunkenness and of her 
("typically feminine") liking for wine drunk very strong (cf. 227, Lys. 197; in Ar. fr. 
364 a group of old women are drinking neat Thasian). It was considered improper to 
drink wine undiluted except, in small quantities, when the initial libation to "the Good 
Spirit" (Agathos Daimón) was poured at the beginning of a symposium (Knights 85, 
Wasps 525, Xenarchus fr. 2); but the rules were sometimes broken (cf. Ach. 1229, 
Knights 354-5, Men. fr. 401, com. adesp. 101.13: see Davidson 48). The subject of 
"mix" is singular (i.e. the individual preparing the wine for consumption), but "you" is 
(feminine) plural (i.e. the women drinking it). 

1125-6 my master — I mean, ... my mistress's husband: cf. on 727 and 1115: women are 
now the heads of households and the owners of the household slaves (one might have 
expected that in a society which has communal property and communal sex, marriage, 
households and privately owned slaves would have disappeared, but cf. 727, 867-8). 

1127-8 I think you'll be most likely ... on his way to dinner: Vetta is the first modern 
editor to have followed RA and given both these lines to the chorus(-leader). Previous 
editors divided them between the chorus-leader ("I think you'll find him if you stay 
right here") and the Maid ("That's right; here he comes, on his way to dinner"); but this 
is unsatisfactory. The chorus-leader cannot know in advance that Blepyrus will shortly 
return to, or come past, his own home (cf. 668-9!): her confident prediction indicates 
that she has seen him coming, and in that case she, not the Maid, should be the one to 
identify him. 
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1128 on his way to dinner: this probably indicates that Blepyrus is wearing a garland (cf. 
Wealth 1041, and see on 691-2); the speaker knows that he is going to dinner, rather 
than coming from it. because he is walking towards, not away from, the Agora. 

1132-3 numbering more than thirty thousand: a conventional figure for the adult male 
citizen population of Athens (cf. Hdt. 5.97.2, Men. Epitr. 1088-9), but possibly not far 
from the truth in the fourth century (see M.H. Hansen, Demography and Democracy 
[Herning, 1985]; E. Ruschenbusch, ZPE 54 [1984] 253-267, had argued for a 
considerably lower figure). 

1133 the only one who hasn't had his dinner: sc. and therefore still has it to look forward 
to. 

1138 and these girls with you: the scholia, followed by Wilamowitz (SAWB [1903] 452) 
and more recently by J.E. Stephanis, O doulos stis komodies tou Aristophani 
(Thessaloniki, 1980) 64-70, and Thiercy 1310, identify the "girls" (meirakes "nubile 
young women”) with the chorus; but (i) as Thiercy sees, this would require the Maid 
not only to speak 1151-3 and 1166-78 but also (since there is no hint of a change of 
speaker at 1154) to make the parabasis-like appeal to the contest judges in 1154-62, and 
more importantly (ii) meirax never elsewhere denotes a woman who is or has been 
married: see E. Fraenkel in Greek Poetry and Life: Essays Presented to Gilbert 
Murray (Oxford, 1936) 266-270. It follows that these "girls" (brought on stage partly 
for the sake of the dance which they are instructed in 1166-7 to perform) are mute 
extras, corresponding to the young females who come into the possession of a leading 
(normally elderly) male character near the end of Acharnians, Knights, Wasps, Peace, 
Birds and Thesmophoriazusae; the performers probably, but not certainly, wear 
costumes simulating nudity (cf. B. Zweig in A. Richlin ed. Pornography and 
Representation in Greece and Rome {Oxford, 1992] 73-89). We cannot be certain how 
many of them there are, but two, as in Acharnians, is most likely (cf. also on 1165-6 
and 1166-7). Has Blepyrus arrived with them, or has the Maid brought them to him? 
The former is more logical, since Praxagora could perfectly well have informed her 
husband that there were girls awaiting his pleasure in the Agora without sending them 
along with her messenger. In any case, the world has indeed turned topsy-turvy if a 
wife, instead of bitterly resenting it when her husband brings a mistress into the marital 
home (this is called hybris in [Andoc.] 4.14, and in tragedy it is invariably fatal to the 
husband: see E.M. Hall in P.E. Easterling ed. The Cambridge Companion to Greek 
Tragedy [Cambridge, 19971 122), actually invites his casual pick-ups to a dinner 
presided over by herself, or maybe even acts as his procuress! As promised in 623-634 
(cf. 702-9), elderly men are certainly getting the best of things sexually (see CO 34 
[1984] 320-1). 

1139 Chian wine, which came in several varieties, is sometimes rated even more highly than 
Thasian (1119): cf. Hermippus fr. 77.5, Athenaeus 1.32f, and see Dalby 100. 

1140 don't you dilly-dally: the Greek verb is plural, and must denote the chorus: their 
words later (1163-5) show that they have been included in the dinner invitation, and 
this is the only part of it that could refer to them. 

1142 who isn't turning his eyes away: sc. because he is already committed (through 
friendship or through corruption) to vote for another play. 

1146 old men, youths and little boys alike: i.e. the whole audience (or at least all 
spectators who are male and of citizen status). For somewhat more elaborate 
classifications of (this portion of) the audience cf. Peace 50-53 and Pl. com. fr. 222; 
Menander's plays seem regularly to have ended with an appeal for applause directed to 
"youths. (pretty) boys, men" (the order varies: cf. Dysk. 967, Mis. 463-4 [= 993-4 
Arnott], Sik. 420: Sam. 733-4, in trochaic tetrameters, adds "old men"). 
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1148 if they go off home should not be taken (as e.g. by W. Süss, RhM 97 [1954] 292-4) as 


indicating that the feast has no real existence: it is merely an instance of a comic topos 
whereby a character offers free gifts or invitations to the audience and then 
immediately cancels the offer (cf. Lys. 1043-71, 1189-1215; Plautus, Rudens 1418-22, 
Pseudolus 1331-4). 


1150 this torch: cf. on 691-2. The fact that Blepyrus specially draws attention to the torch, 


and does so only now (not e.g. at 1135 when he was also just about to go off to dinner), 
suggests that he has only recently (and fortuitously, as kalös "conveniently" indicates) 
come into possession of it. Most probably (Rogers, Vetta) the torch is that of Epigenes 
(cf. 978), dropped while he was struggling with the old women. Another possibility is 
that the "torch" is actually one of the girls (whom Blepyrus might squeeze or kiss as he 
speaks this line): a naked girl is compared to a torch in Wasps 1372-7, Lampas "Torch" 
was the name of a noted hetaira (Athenaeus 13.583e), and in later comedy there was a 
young female mask-type called /ampadion "little torch" (Pollux 4.151, cf. L. Bernabó 
Brea, Menandro e il teatro greco nelle terracotte liparesi [Genoa, 1981] 233-4) 
because of its high tapering quiff of hair rising like a torch-flame above the forehead. 
which we may be sure was a hetairä mask (neither a maiden nor a domestic slave could 
have been portrayed with so eye-catching a hair-style). 


1152 making your way down there: lit. "going down", sc. from his home to the (relatively 


low-lying) Agora; not from the stage-platform to the orchestra, since Blepyrus is 
already in the orchestra, dancing, by 1166 when the "pre-dining celebration song" has 
hardly begun. 


1153 pre-dining celebration song: Greek melos mellodeipnikon "song for one about to 


dine", possibly punning on some such phrase as *melos mellonumphikon "song for one 
about to be married, song for a pre-wedding celebration": cf. perhaps Soph. Trach. 
205ff "Let the house about to receive a bride(groom) (domos ... ho mellonumphos) 
shout for joy!" 


1154 advice to the judges: cf. Clouds 1115-30, Birds 1102-17, each from the second 


parabasis of its play. 


1155-62 This short speech in trochaic tetrameters seems like an abbreviated version of the 


epirrhema of a traditional Old Comic parabasis, in which the chorus often praised or 
defended itself either in its dramatic character (Ach. 676-691, 703-718; Clouds 575- 
594: Wasps 1071-90, 1102-21) or qua competitor for the festival prize (as in the Clouds 
and Birds passages cited above). It must have been the last part of the script to be 
written (after the draw for the order of performance, cf. 1158-9), and it holds up the 
action uncomfortably (Blepyrus has just been urged to get moving at once, yet the song 
promised to speed him on his way does not begin till 1163): Ar. was apparently 
unusually nervous about how the judges would react to some features of his play 
(possibly the "intellectual bits", cf. next note). 


1155 the intellectual bits: such as Praxagora's "philosophic" (571) exposition of the 


structure of her new society. 


1155-7 vote for me... vote for me... vote for me: cf. on 221-8. 
1156 the laughs they've had: notably perhaps from the scatology of 311-373 and the song, 


slapstick and sexual innuendo of 877-1111. 


1158-9 the lottery ... the fact that we were drawn first: the draw to determine the order in 


which the competing plays would be performed will have been conducted by the 
magistrate responsible for the festival, probably at this date by means of an allotment 
machine (see on 681); the fact that it was possible for Ar. to insert this passage into his 
script shows that the draw was held at least some days before the start of the contest. 
The perception that, in any contest where the competitors perform in succession, the 
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last to perform has an advantage over the other(s), is reflected in the convention of Old 
Comedy whereby the first speaker in a debate (agön) is invariably defeated. 

1159 all these things: i.c. "the intellectual bits" and "the laughs" (1155-6). 

1160 break your oath: cf. Pherecrates fr. 102 "don't perjure yourselves or judge unfairly", 
Dem. 21.17, Plut. Cim. 8.8. 

1161 supertarts: Greek hetairä (cf. on 22-23) can refer to any woman who makes her living 
by mercenary sex; here it probably denotes not "fourpenny prostitutes" (Del Corno) but 
courtesans of a higher grade (see Davidson 90-136), who were ready, if sufficiently 
well paid and maintained, to live with one man for an indefinite period — but equally 
ready to abandon him if they received a better offer. That a woman has no memory of, 
or thought for, any man but her current partner was evidently a cliché (among men) 
even before Homer made Athene use it to arouse Telemachus' suspicions about his 
mother (Odyssey 15.20-23). 

1163-7 Metre: 1163, as transmitted, consists of five long syllables (a "pentamakron", cf. 
Dale 60): Zimmermann's deletion of the first syllable would create an anapaestic 
metron such as introduces an jambic choral passage at 478 above and a trochaic one at 
Thesm. 953. 1164-7 are trochaic tetrameters. 

1164 to do the thing: to achieve what we want to achieve, viz. to have dinner. 

1165-6 in Cretan fashion: from the time of Homer (//iad 16.617, 18.590-606) Cretans had 
been famous as dancers, and there may be a special reference to "leaping solo dancers" 
(Edwards on /liad 18.605-6); Pindar fr. 107b speaks of a "light dancing of the feet 
[which] they call the Cretan style". Probably Blepyrus performs a clumsy, comic 
version of a spectacular pas seul while the two girls and the Maid dance more expertly 
— a pattern similar to the dance of Philocleon and the three sons of Carcinus at the end 
of Wasps (1516-37; cf. also 1482-95). Philocleon's dances too may have been "Cretan" 
in style, though they are not explicitly so called: when he "cowers like a cock" (Wasps 
1490). his attitude will have been rather similar to that of the Cretan Meriones when he 
bent low to avoid Aeneas' spear (Jiad 16.611), which was the occasion of Aeneas' 
taunting him as a "dancer" (ib. 617). 

1166-7 these girls as well ... to the rhythm: about ten syllables appear to have dropped out 
of the text: my tentative restoration is based largely on Thesm. 953-6. Whatever the 
exact words that were used here, they must have constituted a direct instruction by the 
speaker to those whom she desires to dance (on the identification of the addressees, see 
next note). The restorations of van Leeuwen and Coulon both make one person (the 
Maid, in their view; see on 1138) tell another person to tell "these girls" to dance; this is 
unsatisfactory because the supposed addressee (the chorus-leader, if the Maid is the 
speaker here; Blepyrus, if the chorus-leader is speaking) does not in fact carry out the 
supposed instruction. 

1166-7 these girls: if it is the chorus-leader who utters these words, they cannot refer to the 
chorus, since "you get your feet moving foo" (1165-6), addressed to Blepyrus, implies 
that the chorus are dancing already. The other females present are the two girls 
accompanying Blepyrus, and the Maid. The two girls are hetairai — or at any rate are 
fulfilling the role assigned to hetairai in pre-revolutionary Athens — and a lively, 
perhaps sexually-suggestive dance would be appropriate to them; the Maid is drunk, a 
condition often associated with dancing in comedy (e.g. at the end of Wasps; cf. last 
note but one), and since the script provides no clear cue for a separate exit by her, the 
only plausible way to get her off stage is to have her dance off with the rest of the 
company. For dancing by drunken women servants as a symbol of joyful celebration 
cf. Men. Dysk. 950-3. 
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1168-78 Metre: the short introductory colon (uuu -u) is metrically obscure, possibly a 
resolved iambic "penthemimer" (M.L. West, Greek Metre [Oxford, 1982] 131). The 
long word of 1169-75 (see next note) can be analysed as dactylic throughout, with 
some feet resolved into proceleusmatics (YUU), provided that in 1171 (where see 
note) we read something like Blaydes' -tZro- "cheesy" rather than my suggestion 
-paralo- "bit-salty"; alternatively 1169 can be taken as trochaic (West loc.cit., 
Zimmermann iii 100) or iambic (Parker 550-1) and the rest as dactylic, or (possibly 
best) the whole can be treated, with Rogers, as a sequence of dactyls (~U U) and 


tribrachs (UU) in free alternation (cf. Lys. 1279-90 which likewise begins with pure 
tribrachs and ends with pure dactyls; see Dale 90-91 and, for comparable phenomena in 
Ar. and Euripides, Dale 56, 62-66, West op.cit. 107-8, 132 n.136). By 1174-6, at any 
rate, the rhythm is firmly dactylic. The metre of 1177 is uncertain; R's word-order, 
here adopted, gives a colon —uu- -U- which likewise follows a long dactylic 
sequence in Soph. OC 249 (see Parker 552). 1178 ends this part of the song with a 
resolved ithyphallic (LU A UU - —). 

1169-75 presents us with the longest word ever known to have been created in the Greek 
language, comprising (subject to textual uncertainties) 170 letters and 79 syllables, and 
describing a gargantuan dish consisting mainly of fish (1169-70) and birds (1172-4), 
pius hare (1174), well sauced and seasoned (1170-1, 1174). It is tempting to associate 
this tour de force with the recent fashion for gastronomic poetry evidenced, in the same 
year, by two references in Plato's Phaon to poems of this kind by Philoxenus, a 
hexameter poem on cookery (Plato com. fr. 189) and the lyric poem The Dinner of 
which large portions survive in quotations by Athenaeus (PMG 836; Plato is cited as 
having mentioned the poem by Athenaeus 1.5b and 4.146f) and which is, precisely, a 
description of a superb feast. (There were two lyric poets named Philoxenus active at 
this time, natives respectively of Cythera and Leucas; Athenaeus was not sure which of 
them Plato was referring to, and neither can we be, but the Leucadian is more likely if 
only because we have no record of any other work of his, and it is hence more likely 
that poems by the Leucadian were wrongly ascribed to the more famous Cytherian than 
vice versa.) 

1169 -slicy-: Greek temakhos denotes specifically a slice of fish. 

1170 -heady-: after three words referring to fish, Greek krdnio(n) "skull, head" will 
probably be taken to mean the head of a bass (kränion labräkos), which appears in lists 
of delicacies in Ar. fr. 380, Eubulus fr. 109.4 and Eriphus fr. 3. 

1171 -silphiumy-: si/phion was a wild umbelliferous plant (now long extinct) growing in 
Cyrenaica, whose stalk was both eaten as a vegetable (Knights 894-8, Eubulus fr. 6.3) 
and used as a condiment (Birds 534, 1582). 

1171 -bit-salty-: Greek -paralo- "lightly salted", cf. Ach. 1158; the mss. read -parao-, which 
is meaningless. See CQ 34 (1984) 322 n.54 

1172 -thrush-upon-blackbirdy-ringdovey-: these three birds, particularly thrush, are 
frequently mentioned as desirable foods: cf. Ach. 970, 1007-11, 1104, 1116, Clouds 
539. Peace 531. 1149, 1195-7, Ar. fr. 402.7, 581.3, Ephippus fr. 3.8, and (on 
shopkeepers' displays) Birds 1080-1. 

1173 -roast-cooty-: the mss.' reading, -optenkephallio-, is meaningless, and -optenkephalio- 
"-roast-brainy-" would violate the rhythmic pattern on which this mega-word is built 
(see on 1168-78). Coulon's -optokephalio- "-roast-mullety-" is open to the objection 
that no fish has been mentioned since the beginning of 1170 and we are now in the 
middle of a run of at least seven birds. It is, however, difficult to find a bird-name that 
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could plausibly have given rise to the transmitted reading: Ussher's conjecture is based 
on piphallis (a name found only in Hesychius and said to mean korudallos "crested 
lark"), my tentative suggestion on phaleris "coot" (cf. Ach. 875). 

1174 -haremeaty-: cf. on 843. 

1174 -boiled-winy-: Greek siraio(n), new wine boiled down to a third of its volume and 
sweetened with honey (Plin. NH 14.80; cf. Wasps 878); it was sometimes used to 
colour food (Alexis fr. 193.4). 

1174-5 -deliciousy-: Greek tragalo-, connected with trögein "eat", and seemingly meaning 
"fit to regale oneself on" (cf. its derivative verb tragalizein in Wasps 674). The mss. 
read tragano- "gristle", hardly an appetizing ingredient. 

1176 get yourself a plate, quick and fast: or, with Blaydes, "run and get yourself a plate"; 
in either case, as the next line shows, Blepyrus is to equip himself with a plate before 
going to the Agora. For him to go into his house for this purpose, however, would 
disrupt the dance, so he is made to ignore the suggestion (and that of 1177-8) in his 
impatience to be off (1179). 

1177 raise the dust: i.e. hurry as fast as you can; cf. on 291. 

1177-8 take some porridge to dine on: a notable anticlimax: just as the prospect of a 
mouth-watering feast was snatched away from the audience (1148), so now it is 
snatched away from Blepyrus. Once again it does not follow that the communal dinner 
is a mirage: the point may rather be that Blepyrus, as the last comer (1133: note the 
references to the food and drink "left (over)" at 1139 and 1170), is likely to find that not 
much of the feast now remains uneaten (see CQ 34 [1984] 322-3 — but I should not 
have cited 1181 as evidence, cf. below). 

1179-83 Metre: basically iambic (the interjections euoi and euai, if susceptible of metrical 


analysis at all, are probably to be scanned U—). 1182 as transmitted is a pherecratean 


(x- -UU+- —), which does not normally occur on its own in an iambic context; hence 
H.J. Newiger (see Zimmermann ii 88) emended 1181 (cf. below) to make it a glyconic 
(x- -—UU-VU-), which very often precedes a pherecratean. Alternatively one might 
move euai from the beginning to the end of 1182, making it metrically identical with 
the penultimate verse of the parallel passage Lys. 1291-4. 

1179 but they must be shovelling it down: sc. so [ had better go without a moment's delay. 
Greek laimattein (from laimos "throat, gullet") may have had the basic meaning "have a 
voracious appetite", whence either "be very hungry" (cf. Herodas 6.97) or, as here, "eat 
greedily". 

1180-3 is virtually identical with Lys. 1292-4 (sung by a chorus half of old men, half of old 
women) except for the addition of a reference to feasting (the Lysistrata passage, 
however, does not conclude the play and can neither accompany nor be followed by the 
exit of the chorus). 

1180 raise it high probably indicates that the dance inclades high kicks; cf. Wasps 1524-7, 
1530-1, Lys. 1292. 

1181 we're going to feast refers not so much to the communal dinner in the Agora (for this 
confident prediction is hardly consistent with 1177-8) as to the feast which the 
khoregos will give his chorus if (or rather, they here imply. when) they are victorious in 
the comic competition (cf. Ach. 1154-5, Pl. Symp. 173a). Newiger's emendation (see 
on 1179-83) gives the sense "let's feast/dine"; but that would imply that the feast is to 
be held immediately, and one does not have "a feast of victory" when the result has yet 
to be declared. 

1182 a feast of victory: lit. "as on the occasion of a victory". Acharnians, Birds, Lysistrata, 
Thesmophoriazusae. and all comedies of Menander whose final lines survive, likewise 
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end with an anticipation of, or a prayer for, victory in the festival competition; prayers 
for victory (perhaps added by fourth-century producers in accordance with a practice of 
their day) are also found in the mss. at the end of Euripides’ /phigeneia in Tauris, 
Phoenician Maidens, Orestes, and (in two mss. only) Hippolytus. 


